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Fine art is that in which the hand, 
the head, 
and the heart 
of man go together. John Ruskin
LAPADA Art & Antiques Fair Berkeley Square

22-26 September 2010 

Press & Private Preview: 21st September, 5pm-9.30pm
LAPADA The Association of Art & Antiques Dealers is the UK’s largest trade organisation for professional dealers.  Its prestigious annual Fair is a showcase for some 90 members to display for sale fine, rare and beautiful works of art, furniture, jewellery, pictures, silver and sculpture from the 15th to 21st centuries.  This year’s Fair will be held from Wednesday 22nd to Sunday 26th September 2010 in a glamorous and atmospheric marquee, built for LAPADA in Berkeley Square, Mayfair, London W1.

From an exquisite 15th century Flemish manuscript miniature to an exuberant watercolour by the 20th century Spanish artist Joan Miró, a centre table made for Queen Victoria for Windsor Castle to a clock that has remained in the maker's family for nearly 200 years, an alluring French 19th century diamond corsage to an amusing umbrella stand in the rare form of a poodle made around 1950 by the Italian artist and designer Piero Fornasetti, there will truly be something for everyone at this Fair.

All works offered for sale are fully vetted for quality and authenticity by a team of experts and buyers have the additional assurance that all exhibitors abide by the LAPADA Code of Practice.  Objects are selected by the exhibitors for their craft in manufacture, rarity, intrinsic beauty and finesse.  For both professional and private buyers the LAPADA Art & Antiques Fair Berkeley Square is a perfect occasion to inspect, assess, learn about and buy traditional, modern and contemporary works of art.  

Acquiring a work of art at the LAPADA Fair, whether priced under £100 or over £100,000, is a personal and pleasurable experience.  Experts advise on the importance of engaging with an item which buyers may live with for many years.  If it provokes a smile, tugs on the heart strings, piques the intelligence or will fit perfectly in the home, this is an item the purchaser knows they can appreciate fully in many ways.    If buyers are looking to make a potential investment, then the advice is to buy the best example you can afford; in this way the item is likely to at least retain, and very probably, appreciate in value.

The benefit of owning an antique or work of art is not only its originality but also the breath of individuality it can bring, to a home or decorating scheme.  From a medieval carving to an Art Deco dining table, each item is unique in its hand-made construction, decoration and detail.  Superb craftsmanship, quality materials and the patina of age (in the case of furniture for example) are the elements that make a one-off that will stand the test of time.

Due to the huge success of the first LAPADA Fair to be held in Berkeley Square last year there is a waiting list of members hoping to participate.   The majority of exhibitors at the 2009 event have returned, whilst new dealers include Peter Harrington (rare books), Anthony Woodburn (clocks), Mark J. West (glass), Ted Few (works of art) and Sue Ollemans (oriental jewellery and works of art).  A full list of exhibitors can be found at www.lapadalondon.com. 

Amongst works to be offered at the Fair are:

Ted Few - ‘Nature & The Artisan: Idiosyncratic objects from around the globe’.  Inspired by a learned gentleman’s Cabinet of Curiosities, Ted will exhibit a mix of natural objects (spanning a millennium in date) that have become art, i.e. they may once have been made for use but through age or antiquity have become artworks in their own right, or natural curios embellished by man to emphasise their rarity.  Examples include a silver-mounted flask made from a gourd, dated 1691 (probably English); a bark stone made in Mexico around 1000AD used to smooth bark in to paper, and a hand club carved from the penis of a walrus c1800. 
William Cook  - The Billiot Family Clock, made in Jersey c1820 by Edouard Billiot.  This fine Cuban mahogany Regency long-case eight-day clock was made by Edouard Billiot, resident in Jersey c1815/20, during which time he married Elizabeth Hamon.  He may have made the clock to celebrate his marriage and furnish the new family home. The clock has since passed directly through five generations of the Billiot family until acquired by the dealer.  It is extremely unusual to know the complete history of a piece of antique furniture from its original making until the present day and even rarer for such a piece to have remained in the makers family.  The clock is original throughout, including the winding key.  Price $18,000 (US Dollars).
Marc Antoine du Ry Medieval Art – a group of works inspired by the great Flemish primitive painter Rogier van der Weyden (Tournai and Brussels 1st half C15th), including a carved oak mourning Mary from a crucifixion group, Southern Netherlands (Tournai) c1480, 70cm tall, whose drapery is inspired by Rogier's paintings, and a small (134x87mm) manuscript miniature on vellum of St John the Apostle by an as yet unknown Flemish primitive painter, c1440, contemporary with and also inspired by Rogier as well as by Jan van Eyck.
	Trinity House Paintings – a beautiful landscape by Sir Alfred Munnings (1878 - 1959) titled By the Stream, Oil on canvas (14x18.25in), signed and dated 1908.  The picture’s provenance is quite amusing; it was given by the artist to George Warn Stebbings, uncle of the former owner.  Mr Stebbings was a manager of Barclays Bank, Harleston, where Munnings kept his account.  Literature: Sir A. Munnings, An Artist's Life, 1950 - page 103-104.

Moira of Bond Street – an exquisite French diamond corsage with leaves mounted in silver-upon-gold, set with old-cut diamonds, on a sprung gold stem, circa 1850.


Shaw Edwards Antiques – two very fine C15th English oak corbels.  One depicts a "Fool" lampooning a King, the other is of a Saint, possibly St Anthony. The Saint is a corner corbel from an ecclesiastical building (Ht: 25.5cm); the "Fool" (Ht: 35cm) probably has similar origins although possibly secular. Both priced around £5000.
Atelier Limited – an exuberant 1972 work on paper, Tête, by Joan Miró (1893-1983) in watercolour, black crayon and pastel (23½x30 7/8in), signed.  The authenticity of this work has been confirmed by Jacques Dupin.  Exhibited in Madrid at Galeria Guillermo de Osma, and at Barcelona’s Oriol Galeria d’Art, Picasso-Miró, 2004-05, no.29, illustrated.  Provenance: Pierre Matisse Gallery, New York; Private Collection.  Price £175,000 

Butchoff - an important centre table made for Queen Victoria’s royal residence Windsor Castle by Holland & Sons.  Constructed in amboyna, with giltwood accents, this spectacular tilt top circular table is finished with a thumbnail moulded edge.  Stamped with a marque de fer ‘Holland & Sons, VR (capped with the royal crown) Windsor Castle, Room 243, 1866’, but made c1850 (H: 29in/74cm, Dia: 42in/107cm).  This table was de-accessioned from the Royal Collection c1953, and was originally in one of a suite of bedrooms.
Holly Johnson Antiques - a superb walnut and thuya wood display sideboard by Gillows to the designs of Bruce Talbot, with inlaid details, carving and neo-classical highlights.  Stamped.  English, c1877.  

Campbell Wilson – a beautifully delicate pencil study of the Head of A Girl with Downcast Eyes by Sir Edward Coley Burne-Jones, Bt, A.R.A. (1833-1898).  Provenance: Margaret Drummond, and by direct descent through the family.  Margaret Drummond became a favourite sitter of Burne-Jones in the 1880s.  Price £9500.
Mark J. West – will be bringing, amongst his usual fine selection of antique glass, a show-stopping and unusually large group of some 30 monumental Art Deco vases from Val St. Lambert, the renowned Belgian glass works.  Examples will include a stunning 22in tall red-over-crystal Art Deco vase by Joseph Simon for Val St. Lambert dated 1928, and a very rare plum-over-uranium glass vase, acid cut with a Grecian frieze, marked for Val St. Lambert and the Lucerne Palace, St. Sylvestre dated 1934.
Entry to the Fair is £15; tickets can be bought at the door or in advance from LAPADA on +44 (0)20 7823 3511 or fair@lapada.org.  For visitor information: www.lapadalondon.com.  
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